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Till We Meet Again . . .
ard to believe that it’s been already six years since I
wrote that Celebrating Special Children was back in
business. And now, unfortunately, here we are again,
nearly out of funds. . . but hopefully just for the moment.

H

As I noted in the last newsletter, beginning with Taxable
Year 2016, nine organizations are no longer eligible to
receive voluntary contributions from the Virginia 2016 Form
760 Resident Individual Income Tax Booklet, among them,
Celebrating Special Children, Inc. (CSC)
So what to do now? Our fiscal year ends on June 30, 2017
and with the money currently in our account, we are able to
operate as usual up to that date. After that, things look a
little uncertain. I’ll do my best to continue to maintain the
site and Facebook page as a volunteer, but I’ll have to look
for a second job, which won’t leave me as many hours as I
would like for CSC, including this newsletter. And I will do
more to seek funding sources – see next page – and also
corporate sponsors, maybe even your organization!
At this point, it’s important to express my gratitude to the
folks with whom I’ve associated over the life of CSC. I have
a few people to thank: first and foremost is my wonderful
board of directors, who always supported me and my some‐
times eccentric notions and Ken Plum, our former
Chairman of the Board, and Reston delegate to the Virginia
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Assembly, who originially arranged for Celebrating Special
Children to be added to the list of charities able to receive
donations through Virginia tax returns. We have also been
lucky enough to have loyal readers who wrote to us, gave us
suggestions for the newsletter and the website and thanked
us for continuing to cover topics of interest to them.
We also had several writers who never failed to bring their
unique viewpoint and expertise to the subject at hand. I am
especially grateful to Carrie Smoot, my most faithful writer.
She was an endless fount of ideas for things to write about,
yet she was always willing to accommodate me when I
needed a particular slant to the story.
I am going to miss crunching the deadline, as I’m doing
tonight while I write this. And yet. . . I’m already thinking
and planning for the next chapter of our little organization.
And, as I say, we’re not disappearing altogether, maybe just
for a while.
So keep in touch, on Facebook and through the website;
I won’t say Adieu, but simply, Au Revoir.
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Celebrating Special
Children has joined
Amazon Smile!

I

f you’re anything like me, you spend a fair amount of
time shopping online, and Amazon.com may be one of
your go-to places for your purchases.

Now, I don’t wish to take donations away from other
worthy groups. . . but if you shop on Amazon and have
not chosen a charity to accept your donation, please
consider Celebrating Special children. If you do, 0.5% of
eligible purchases will be deposited into the CSC account.
When you sign up for AmazonSmile, you’re asked to select
from a list of charities to support. You would choose
Celebrating Special Children Inc. If you click on our
unique link, you’ll skip this charity selection process.
Instead, you’re taken to smile.amazon.com and are
automatically asked if you want to support Celebrating
Special Children Inc. Our link is
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-2108144

Easy Peasy Lemon Squeezy!
And just as a reminder...
What does your funding provide?
Since we are exclusively online, we don’t need much;
about $15,000 annually supports us quite nicely. Your
donations pay for the webmaster to maintain the site, the
accountant to help us comply with the financial reporting
requirements, writers who bring their personal touch to
the stories; and it pays for me, Laura Nelson. I sit at my
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desk several hours every day, looking for the very best,
most useful information to impart to our readers through
the quarterly newsletter – which I edit, design and post –
and the daily Facebook page postings. I also maintain and
update the information posted under the Community
Resources Tab of the website and I correspond with you,
our readers.

What does your funding not pay for?
I work from home on my computer, so no office space or
extra office equipment is needed. We don’t spend a penny
on sending out mailers asking for donations or pay for a
professional staff to do so electronically. The last time we
spent money holding a fundraising event was 2007. To see
our financial information, visit the About US Section of the
site at www.celebratingspecialchildren.org

We depend on our donors!
Every penny is put to good use! In addition to
the Amazon Smile option, you can make a
tax-deductible contribution through Paypal
on the DONATE button on
www.celebratingspecialchildren.org
Or mail your check made out to

Celebrating Special Children
C/O Bonita Pennino
101 Niblick Dr. • SE, Vienna VA 22180

Editor in Chief
Laura Nelson, M.Ed

Chairwoman of the Board
Bonita M. Pennino, M.S.
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Secretary
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We love our Facebook followers!
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Action Alert! The ADA
Needs Your Help!
Call Members of the House Judiciary Committee Today
Released March 27, 2017

Message: Vote NO on HR 620, the ADA Education and Reform Act
Call the Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121 and ask for any of the Representatives on next page.
You can also tweet each of these Representatives.
To review an overview of concerns with H.R. 620, visit
www.ndrn.org/images/Images/Issues/ADA/Overview_of_concerns_on_H.R._620_-_Feb_2017.pdf
For recent updates, visit the National Disability Rights Network – ADA & Civil Rights Webpage at
http://ndrn.org/en/public-policy/ada-a-civil-rights.html
In addition to calling the Members of the House Judiciary Committee, please also sign this petition and share it widely.
www.change.org/p/dara-baldwin-don-t-tread-on-my-ada-oppose-ada-education-reform-act-of-2017-h-r-620 opposing HR 620
The ADA Education and Reform Act of 2017 (H.R. 620) would seriously weaken the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and would turn
people with disabilities into second-class citizens. The ADA is already
very carefully crafted to take the needs of business owners into
account. Compliance is simply not burdensome. But this bill would
remove any reason for businesses to comply. Instead, they can take a
“wait and see” attitude, and do nothing until they happen to be sued or
sent a notice letter.
H.R. 620 would require a person with a disability who encounters an
access barrier to send an exactly written notice, and gives the business owner 60 days to even acknowledge that there is a problem—and
then another 120 days to begin to fix it. No other civil rights group is
forced to wait 180 days to enforce their civil rights.
H.R. 620 calls for education by the Department of Justice. But there
are already extensive federal efforts to educate business owners about
their ADA obligations, including the in-depth DOJ ADA website
(http://ada.gov), the DOJ ADA hotline, extensive DOJ technical assistance materials, etc. and by the 10 federally-funded regional ADA
Centers (www.adata.org) that provide in-depth resources and training
in every state.

To track H.R.620 - ADA Education and Reform Act of 2017
through Congress, visit
www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/620
To track H.R.1493 - ADA Lawsuit Clarification Act of 2017
through Congress, visit
www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1493/text

Proponents of this bill have raised concerns about money damage
awards. But that has nothing to do with the ADA, because the ADA
does not allow money damages. Such damages are only available
under a handful of state laws. This bill will do nothing to prevent damage awards under state laws.
It is troubling that this bill blames people with disabilities for public
accommodations’ failure to comply with the ADA. Why should disabled
people pay the price of an inaccessible environment, where we cannot
live our lives like everyone else?
In addition, Representative Jeff Denham (R-CA) introduced a new ADA
notification bill in the House of Representatives [earlier this month].
The bill, HR 1493 – ADA Lawsuit Clarification Act of 2017, was
referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice of
the House Judiciary Committee. This bill is similar to HR 620 in that it
also removes any reason for businesses to comply with the ADA,
allowing them to take a “wait and see” attitude and do nothing until
they receive written notice.

List of representatives continued next page
The American Association of People with Disabilities is the
nation's largest disability rights organization. We promote
equal opportunity, economic power, independent living, and
political participation for people with disabilities. Our members, including people with disabilities and our family,
friends, and supporters, represent a powerful force for change.
To learn more, visit the AAPD Web site: www.aapd.com.

spring 2017

3

continued from last page

Members of the House Judiciary Committee
Republicans
Chairman Bob Goodlatte (VA-06)
Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, Jr. (WI-05)
Rep. Lamar Smith (TX-21)
Rep. Steve Chabot (OH-01)
Rep. Darrell Issa (CA-49)
Rep. Steve King (IA-04)
Rep. Trent Franks (AZ-08)
Rep. Louie Gohmert (TX-01)
Rep. Jim Jordan (OH-04)
Rep. Ted Poe (TX-02)
Rep. Jason Chaffetz (UT-03)
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Democrats
Rep. Tom Marino (PA-10)
Rep. Trey Gowdy (SC-04)
Rep. Raúl Labrador (ID-01)
Rep. Blake Farenthold (TX-27)
Rep. Doug Collins (GA-09)
Rep. Ron DeSantis (FL-06)
Rep. Ken Buck (CO-04)
Rep. John Ratcliffe (TX-04)
Rep. Martha Roby (AL-02)
Rep. Matt Gaetz (FL-01)
Rep. Mike Johnson (LA-04)
Rep. Andy Biggs (AZ-05)

Ranking Member John Conyers, Jr.
(MI-13)
Rep. Jerry Nadler (NY-10)
Rep. Zoe Lofgren (CA-19)
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (TX-18)
Rep. Steve Cohen (TN-09)
Rep. Hank Johnson, Jr. (GA-04)
Rep. Ted Deutch (FL-22)
Rep. Luis Gutierrez (IL-04)
Rep. Karen Bass (CA-37)

www.celebratingspecialchildren.org

Rep. Cedric Richmond (LA-02)
Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (NY-08)
Rep. David Cicilline (RI-01)
Rep. Eric Swalwell (CA-15)
Rep. Ted Lieu (CA-33)
Rep. Jamie Raskin (MD-08)
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (WA-07)
Rep. Brad Schneider (IL-10)

Saving for Your Needs with
an ABLE Account
By Carrie Smoot
atthew Shapiro, 26, started
6 Wheels Consulting in 2014
after graduating from Virginia
Commonwealth University the previous
year. The Richmond, Va., native’s specialties—journalism, special education, sociology, and psychology—are used often in
his work. He frequently speaks to groups
about disability awareness, the Americans
with Disabilities Act and other legislation,
achieving accessibility, and related issues.
“Put inclusion before compliance,” he
says. “The ADA is a great start, but only
the bare minimum of access.” He says
much of Richmond is easy to navigate, but
that other areas still need improvement.

M

Even as he set up the partnership, finances
concerned him. Shapiro has cerebral palsy
and uses a motorized wheelchair. He
receives Supplemental Security Income
and Medicaid, and couldn’t afford to
lose those benefits or have them
reduced once he began working. He
has a special needs trust, but saving for
the future is important to him.
“Under SSI and Medicaid, I am only
allowed to have $2,000 in assets,”
Shapiro explains. “That makes it very
difficult to put extra money aside.”
Through the professional grapevine,
he kept hearing about ABLE accounts and
felt this would be a good option. Once
legislation passed to fund ABLE accounts
in late December 2016, he opened an
account. In January, ABLEnow hired him
as a paid ambassador. He says he believes
in and supports ABLE accounts wholeheartedly.
“When I speak to groups about ABLE
accounts, I see a lot of families,” Shapiro
says. “They want to save for their children

who have disabilities. They are cautiously
optimistic about doing this because
they’ve been told many things over the
years about how saving will affect situation A, B, or C, and are very nervous. I’m
glad to assure them that ABLE accounts
are not too good to be true. They are beneficial and good, and a step in the right
direction. They are designed to enhance
quality of life for people with disabilities.”
Shapiro, the only account beneficiary, uses
his ABLE account as a rainy day and savings fund for wheelchair repairs, gym
memberships, personal trainer fees, and
any other disability-related expenses,
including going out with friends and professional development courses. He says
the account’s uses are very flexible. He
does his best to track expenses, keep
receipts, and note how funds were used in
case of an audit.

In 2015, Virginia was the first state to
adopt its own ABLE legislation after
years of advocacy from families, individuals, and disability groups. In
December 2016, Virginia’s ABLEnow
program opened for enrollment.
“Setting up an account is very easy,”
Shapiro says. “Everything is online, and
you manage your account that way. A portion of my fees is set up to go into the
account automatically. My account comes
with a debit card to pay for services, but I
can’t use it at an ATM.” He points out that
account holders can only save up to
$14,000 a year. Once an account reaches
$100,000, SSI benefits are reduced. “But it
takes a long time to save that much,” he
says.
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Although thinking about the future,
Shapiro hasn’t yet pursued ABLEnow’s
investment options. He hasn’t decided
whether he’ll move to another state one
day, but really likes that his account is
portable. Virginia residents also receive an
added benefit. Account holders and contributors can get up to $2,000 in tax
deductions for account donations.
“My ABLEnow account provides additional financial security,” Shapiro says. “It’s
made me keep careful track of all my
accounts weekly to make sure everything
is where it should be.”
People with disabilities want to know as
much as possible about the new accounts.
“ABLEnow accounts are a real gamechanger for people with disabilities,” says
Sarah Pennington, senior marketing communications associate for ABLEnow.
“People with disabilities no longer
have to wait to save, because
ABLEnow accounts are available to eligible individuals in all 50 states. If
your state doesn’t currently have an
ABLE program, you can open an
account today in a national program,
such as ABLEnow. Parents are happy
because they can have savings
accounts for all their children, regardless of disability. ABLEnow allows
many families to save money for a
child with special needs for the first time.”
A plan comparison tool is available at the
ABLE National Resource Center
(http://www.ablenrc.org).
“Everything is online at http://www.ablenow.com. There is no signup fee, and no
required minimum to establish the
account. Account owners should be aware
of a $3.25 automatic monthly account
service fee—which is waived if you maintain a balance of $10,000. The account
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continued from last page
comes with a free debit card to pay for
qualified disability expenses,” Pennington
says.
Her agency reached out to national disability organizations to find out what
would make ABLEnow easy to set up,
maintain and use. They listened, and the
accounts follow recommendations. “If you
need assistance, please ask. The toll-free
customer service number is open from
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday. We also have live chat and e-mail
options,” Pennington says.
The amount someone can save per year is
capped at $14,000. The ABLEnow account
is not counted against a person’s assets,
allowing the holder to still receive SSI,
SSDI, and Medicaid benefits. Once the
account reaches $100,000, SSI benefits
may be reduced or suspended. Virginia
residents can claim up to $2,000 in tax
deductions for contributing to the
account.
ABLEnow is the fastest-growing ABLE
program in the country, with more
than 1,200 accounts opened since it
began on December 19, 2016. Virginia
is the second largest program in the
country. Ohio is largest.
Pennington works for the Virginia529
College Savings Plan in North
Chesterfield. This state agency manages
ABLEnow. “ABLEnow accounts are brand
new, so we’re trying to get the word out as
much as we can,” she says.
She offers some background on the
Achieving a Better Life Experience Act
and how it came to be. “The federal
ABLE Act was signed in December 2014,”
she says. “The law allows states to establish tax-advantaged savings plans for people with disabilities. But state participation is voluntary.
“In 2015, Virginia was the first state to
adopt its own ABLE legislation after years
of advocacy from families, individuals,
and disability groups. In December 2016,
Virginia’s ABLEnow program opened for
enrollment. Nationally, legislation has
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been introduced to expand the ABLE Act.
It would raise the age of participation,
offer specific benefits to workers, and
offer more rollover options,” Pennington
explains.
What are the current eligibility requirements to set up an ABLEnow account?
The first consideration is that the onset of
the applicant’s disability occurred before
age 26. In addition, the applicant must be
eligible for disability benefits, such as SSI
or SSDI, or have a disability diagnosis
from a doctor. Anyone may contribute to
an ABLE account, including the account
owner, family and friends.

“Setting up an account is very easy,”
Shapiro says. “Everything is online,
and you manage your account that
way. A portion of my fees is set up to
go into the account automatically.
My account comes with a debit card
to pay for services, but I can’t use it
at an ATM.”

An ABLEnow account is designed to
improve the health and quality of life for
individuals with disabilities. Account
holders can plan for immediate and longterm goals. Qualified disability expenses
include anything related to someone’s disability—a job search and an eventual
position, education and training, housing
expenses, and computers and other technology. Medical necessity is not the only
criterion. Program administrators say that
most everything is covered. For tax purposes, save all receipts and keep a detailed
record of how each expense was used.
“Nineteen states have launched ABLE
programs, most of which are offering
enrollment nationwide, and that number
will soon grow to 25 or 30 by the end of
2017,” says Chris Rodriguez, director of
the National ABLE Resource Center in
Washington, D.C. He calls it a one-stop
shop for all stakeholders interested in
ABLE accounts—individuals with

disabilities and their friends and families,
state administrators, financial institutions,
disability groups, and so on. “We want
everyone to fully understand the benefits
of the Achieving a Better Life Experience
(ABLE) Act legislation and how to use
ABLE accounts to improve their health,
independence and quality of life. That is
our core mission, and one that will continue,” he says.
Rodriguez says the ABLE National
Resource Center, founded and managed
by the National Disability Institute (NDI),
began in January 2015 and is comprised
of 25 of the country’s largest and most
influential disability-related advocacy
organizations. NDI, the center’s
umbrella organization, works to
increase economic mobility and
financial self-sufficiency of all
Americans with disabilities by
encouraging, educating and promoting financial literacy, money management and poverty reduction strategies
for people with disabilities across the
country.
It’s never too late to master the skill of
money management. ABLE accounts
give people with disabilities one more
way to improve their lives.

Resources:
• ABLEnow ~ www.able-now.com
See the FAQs page at
www.able-now.com/resources/faqs
• National ABLE Resource Center ~
www.ablenrc.org/
Upcoming Webinar: “The ABLE Act: A
Tool for Financial Stability and
Employment Outcomes.” Register at the
website. See their YouTube channel for
archived presentations.
Time and Date: Thursday, April 27, 2017 3:00 - 4:30 PM ET
• National Disability Institute –
www.realeconomicimpact.org
Carrie Smoot is a Northern Virginia
freelance writer.
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Hands & Voices is a non‐profit, parent‐driven organization dedicated to supporting
families of children who are deaf or hard of hearing. We are non‐biased about
communication methodologies and believe that families can make the best choices for
their child if they have access to good information and support. Our membership
includes families who communicate manually and/or orally. From American Sign
Language to cochlear implants, our organization represents people from all different
approaches to, and experiences with, deafness or hearing loss. We have local chapters
comprised mainly of parents along with professionals. http://handsandvoices.org
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Accessible Playgrounds
Editor’s Note:
This article first appeared in the 2014 summer edition of this newsetter and is updated
here. The information is reprinted with thanks from www.LetKidsPlay.com,
www.Accessibleplayground.net and the Outdoor Recreation section (sponsored by the
Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation) of Accessible Virginia website
www.accessiblevirginia.org/outdoorrec.htm

n accessible playground means it is as easy as
possible for everyone to play, regardless of their
abilities or disabilities. Now, more than ever, to
meet ADA and due to community pressure, playgrounds
are being built with an eye towards accessibility and
usability. The following terms can be found on
www.Accessibleplayground.net and define a playground where children of all abilities can play. For the
most part they are interchangeable. However, there are
some differences.

A

* Accessible Playground—Accessibility is a general term
used to describe the degree to which a product, device,
service, or environment is accessible by as many people
as possible. Accessibility can be viewed as the “ability to
access”. Accessibility is often used to focus on people
with disabilities and their right of access. In the case of
accessibleplayground.net we are using accessibility as
synonymous with usability which is used to describe the
extent to which a playground can be used by any child to
truly play. There are no barriers to play.

* Inclusive Playground–The term inclusion began as a
policy to ensure that all children regardless of ability are
mainstreamed into classrooms and become part of their
school community.Inclusion today is more widely
thought of as a practice of ensuring that people feel
they belong, are engaged, and connected. Therefore,
inclusive playgrounds are ones designed specifically to
ensure that children of multiple abilities can play together–not just along side each other.
* Universal Designed Playgrounds—Universal design
refers to a broad-spectrum solution that produces buildings, products and environments that are usable and

effective for everyone, not just people with disabilities.
These playgrounds are usually designed using the 7
design principals. In Universal Designed playgrounds
you are not creating a playground for children with disabilities, but one where all the equipment works for
everyone.

* Universally Accessible Playgrounds–This is a synonym for Universal Designed.
* Boundless Playgrounds–Boundless Playground is a
trademarked term for the nonprofit organization
Boundless Playgrounds. A true Boundless Playground
requires Boundless certified pre-construction plans
showing the final equipment configuration, surfacing
plan and site access. If you have not worked directly
with the non-profit, you are infringing on their trademark
if you call your playground boundless. You should
choose one of the above terms.
* ADA Compliant Playground–This is a playground that
meets all of the ADA guidelines for playgrounds. It does
not mean that children with disabilities will be able to
play on the playground; barriers may still exist. ADA
compliant playgrounds are often NOT usable.
Handicapped Playgrounds, Handicapped-Accessible
Playgrounds, Wheelchair Playgrounds are outdated
terms that most people do not use.

Let Kids Play is a consulting firm that works
with manufacturers, communities, non‐profits,
park districts, retail stores, and parents on
projects and strategies that ensure that all
children have the best play opportunities
possible. Visit www.letkidsplay.com

See additional resources at the end of
this article.
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Virginia » Playground Directory
The playgrounds listed below, as well as many others, can be found on
www.accessibleplayground.net/playground-directory and
www.accessiblevirginia.org/outdoorrecreation/centralvaaccessibleplaygrounds.htm
A Dream Come True Playground
1050 Neff Ave • Harrisonburg VA 22801
www.harrisonburgva.gov/dream-come-true-playground
This playground is a totally accessible/inclusive playground with many unique and one-of-akind features. Features include a rock, rainbow arches, shade structures, roadway, hammock swing, draw wall, pavilion, and family comfort stations that are fully accessible. The
comfort stations will close for the winter months and will open again in the spring. The park
will remain open year round unless the temperature is 32 degrees or below, or the ground is frozen. The playground is open
from 8:00am to dusk, weather permitting.

A Playground for Katie and Friends
Huguenot Park • 10901 Robious Road North
Chesterfield VA 23235
Special features include: Bench swings. Individual swings with seats having
backs to support the back and head of the child. One slide is a double for a
parent to slide down holding hands with a child or for two children to slide
together. Ramp structure offers a child in a wheelchair the chance to get up
on the equipment and look down. Wheelchair-accessible sand tables

Big Chessie’s Backyard and Our Special Harbor
Lee District Park • 6601 Telegraph Rd • Alexandria VA 22310
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/rec/leerec
The fully accessible complex features Chesapeake Bay-themed attractions including a spraying osprey nest, Chessie the sea serpent, misting sunflowers and a
lighthouse. The beach area is quieter with softer bubblers and interactive water
tables. The computerized water maze and dumping crab basket provide more
lively activity. The spray park, tree house and a playground for children ages 5 to
12 have been completed and are open to the public. The new playground, known as “Chessie’s Big Backyard,” is fully accessible and incorporates slides, swings and other equipment specially designed for use by all children, including those with special
needs.

Bodies In Motion Learning Park Playground
Pembrook Elementary • 4622 Jericho Road • Virginia Beach VA 23462
Pembroke Elementary School created the Bodies In Motion Learning Park to
foster their mission of academic success in a multicultural learning environment
accommodating individual learning styles through developmentally appropriate
instruction. In addition to kindergarten through fifth grade general education programs, Pembroke has classrooms dedicated to providing services to students with
severe disabilities and serves as the primary home of the Autistic Children
Program. The Learning Park playground was designed in conjunction with WPL Site
Design (www.wplsite.com) and Sparks @ Play LLC (http://sparksatplay.com) to provide opportunities for children of all
abilities to play on the playground.
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JT’s Grommet Island Beach Park and Playground for EveryBody–
100 2nd Street • Virginia Beach, VA 23451
This park on the Oceanfront features cameras where visitors can look out into
the water and view surfers or dolphins. It also has musical drums, a playground with monkey bars and slides, a boardwalk that leads out to the water
and a sensory wall. Equipment comes from Landscape Structures Inc
(www.playlsi.com) and the playground consultant on the project was
Sparks@Play (http://sparksatplay.com) There are three paths that take you
near the water where you help build sand castles with sand scoops. Beach wheelchairs are available. There is a long, gentlyinclined ramp that leads to a “lookout” deck with room for four wheelchairs, as well as several accessible telescopes. It provides a bird’s-eye view of the park, beach, and ocean that who use wheelchairs rarely get to see. This unique play space has
an extensive ramping system to take children using mobility devices to the center of the action.

Kids Cove • Mount Trashmore Park
310 Edwin Dr • Virginia Beach VA 23462
At nearly 26,000 square feet, the playground is comprised of three distinct
play areas built on a rubber surface: a giant play structure that includes a multitude of slides, elevated walkways, climbers and more; an area that has
swings for all ages; and an area comprised of a variety of climbing structures.
Benches and picnic shelters are available throughout the playground.

Hadley’s Main Street USA Playground
Dulles Town Centre • 21100 Dulles Town Cir • Dulles VA 20166
Playground was built in keeping with the “shopping theme,” and was built
around Main Street USA, where you have everything from your local bank to a
post office.The playground provides accessibility to disabled children and their
able-bodied friends and siblings. Hadley’s Park, Inc. is a local grassroots nonprofit organization created in 1996 by Shelley Kramm, of Potomac, Maryland to
design, develop, fund and build “A place for all kids to play together.”

CLEMYJONTRI PARK
6317 Georgetown Pike • McLean VA 22101
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/clemyjontri/
Children who use wheelchairs, walkers or braces, or who have sensory or developmental
disabilities, can have a parallel playground experience of fun. Swings have high backs,
arm rests and special safety features. Rubber surfacing allows wheelchairs to roll easily.
Lowered monkey bars provide easy access. Equipment is designed to be sensory rich so
all children can participate with peers. Wider openings allows easy access to play structures. Other features include a carousel and a picnic pavilion. The entrance road leads to the parking area and a drop-off zone
for close access.

Countryside Park
Countryside Ranch Road NW • Roanoke, VA 24017
One of the newest of Roanoke's parks, it is a state-of-the-art playground. Not your ordinary play area, it has high-tech amenities and
is equipped with an electronic Neos gaming system that keeps kids
moving as they chase a colored light pattern on an arching dome.
There are more than 10 programmed games for children to choose
from. Other features include: smooth surface for wheelchairs that is
resilient enough to cushion a fall, ramps to play equipment
slides, accessible by ramps with a round platform for parking wheelchairs, adpative swings to support back and head, accessible
multi-sensory music trail with bells, drums, chimes, and xylophones for sound and tactile fun, contrasting colors for children
with visual disabilities, electronic outdoor gaming system and paved fitness trails.
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Three Lakes Park
400 Sausiluta Drive • Henrico, VA 23227
Playground, picnic shelter, and walking trails available for family or
group-use year-round andf fishing. The Nature Center is a 6,500
square foot facility featuring a variety of exhibits designed to provide
hands-on experiences. The 50,000 gallon aquarium also gives visitors a “fish-eye” view of the underwater world. Open daily from dawn
to dusk. The nature center with aquarium is open daily (except
Monday). Special features include: ramp structure offers a child in a
wheelchair the chance to get up on the equipment and look down,
wheelchair-friendly ground surfaces, equipment painted in contrasting colors to help children with visual disabilities, smooth
surfaces for wheelchairs, slide wide enough for a parent to slide down with a child or for two children to slide together at various levels.

ARC Park
3600 Saunders Ave • Richmond VA 23227
Free and open to the public for all ages and all abilities with most features being accessible. Open from dawn to dusk every day of the week. Features include: a wheelchairaccessible glider and a hammock-like biggo swing, a wheel-chair accessible treehouse
with an extra-wide ramp, a custom-built, multi-sensory wall with panels that stimulate
touch, hearing and sight, a play house, a small stage, water troughs and music instruments for creative play, accessible fitness equipment and a multi-purpose playing court
water misting stations, a large, shaded pavilion with nine picnic tables, a family restroom with an adult-sized changing table
charging stations for electric wheelchairs, playground features that include braille panels, interesting textures or fragrances.

Kidsburg at Mid County Park
3793 Ironbound Road • Williamsburg, VA 23188
A Jamestown theme, complete with ships and forts. The park has 30,000 square
feet of lighted play space with an accessible 17th century replica ship, cannon and
canoe to travel back to colonial times to explore the history of the English Colony.
Sections of the park designated for different age groups. There is a smaller gated
section for younger kids. The park has restrooms and an accessible multiuse trail.
Play structures by Cre8Play are universally accessible and complete with custom
sounds including a cannon that goes ‘BOOM’ and a ship with sounds of the sea.
Ship is wheelchair accessible and kids have the opportunity to role-play as pirates,
captains and passengers of the ships. Special features for the accessible play area include: wheelchair-friendly ground surfaces with rubber surfacing, Ramp to sailing ship, Accessible swings, many different types of spinning and bouncing equipment. Sensory elements include musical drums and plenty of tactile experiences on the sailing ship.

Claude Moore Fun For All Playground • Warrenton Aquatic and Rec Facility
800 Waterloo Rd • Warrenton VA 20186
Similar concept to Clemyjontri, but on a smaller scale. There are plenty of shaded areas
to watch the children play. The park overlooks a lake and trails. Bring a picnic and sit at
one of many picnic tables. There is a portable toilet next to the playground, but ones
inside the recreation and aquatic center are better with a low sink and changing
station. Special features include: smooth surface for wheelchair users that is a bouncy
rubber for cushioning falls, ramps to play equipment, low platforms for those using
wheelchairs can lift themselves out of them onto playground equipment, a harness swing for children with special needs and
one bucket swing for toddlers, sound-play components with drums, crank gears, steer wheels, and play tic-tac-toe. Sensory
components include Braille panels, interesting textures or fragrances. Four person teeter totter has high backs for children
needing more support.
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Resources
Accessible Virginia • www.accessiblevirginia.org
This website is the only one of its kind in the United States and gives extraordinarily detailed descriptions of
Virginia attractions, lodging, bed and breakfasts, restaurants, outdoor recreation and shopping facilities that
meet the needs of travelers of varied abilities. This web site provides comprehensive information such as locations and measurements of doors, aisles, stairways and bathroom facilities, as well as listings of dialysis centers,
equipment repair locations and even veterinarians for assistance animals. The Outdoor portion of this site is
sponsored by the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation •
www.accessiblevirginia.org/outdoorrecreation/accessibleplaygrounds.htm

Accessibleplayground.net • www.letkidsplay.com
Resources on how to develop an accessible playground from A to Z as well as hundreds of examples of what
other people have done. In addition, if you are heading out on vacation and want to ensure you have an
accessible place to play, the site can point you in the right direction.
The Accessible Playground directory and learning lab is a project of Let Kids Play. There are two goals of the
project: 1)To help families find a place where all of their children will be able to play. 2)To provide you with all of
the information you need to develop your own accessible playground.

So There’s Accessible And Then There’s Accessible. . .

I

t was a beautiful Easter morning, here in Virginia Beach. Since I’m new to the area, I wanted to see Mount Trashmore
and especially Kids Cove, the accessible playground. I’d heard of it, I’d posted their information here in the
newsletter and I wanted to see it for myself.

I sat on the benches, watching parents and their kids come and go. The playground was colorful, the ramps
were accessible to the higher levels, the ground was rubbery, and kids were running about enjoying the day.
I spotted a mom with her child in a smallish wheelchair/stroller. I waited to see how her child would be able
to participate. Mom and child moved over to the swing set, which did have one accessible swing seat ‐ the
type that requires the parent or caregiver to lift the child out of the wheelchair and
into the swing. I remember thinking that a fully accessible swing would have been
better, like the one here. (I pulled this image from the web)
I have to admit I didn’t inspect each of the pieces of equipment and so perhaps missed others that
might be accessible; but I started to imagine all the ways that this lady’s child might have better a
better experience; perhaps a slide that accommodates two people, a see‐saw with seat backs and
harnesses; there are certainly others. Companies that design and build accessible equipment are
proliferating quickly!
I decided to climb the steps to the top and wondered where was the
path for the strollers, walkers and wheelchairs? I got to the top and took the picture below ‐ a
beautiful view but no accessible path that I could see. It seems truly a shame that a good
portion of the people in the park would never get to see the wonderful panorama all around.
I imagined a wheelchair escalator; the Internet is full of such devices, perhaps in the future I’ll
see an escalator next to the stairs shown here.
Over the years of my association with our little non‐
profit and writing about people with disabilities,
including my family, the world is becoming a more and
more inclusive place, sometimes through love and sometimes through legalities.
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the top of Mount Trashmore!
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Building positive futures for Virginia’s children, with and without disabilities,
through family, school, and community partnerships.
Co-Sponsored by Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) & PEATC

State Complaint Procedures Workshop
Presenter Hank Milward, VDOE
This workshop is designed to provide participants with information regarding the Virginia Department of
Education (VDOE) state complaint resolution procedures. Discussion will focus on collaboratively resolving
disputes between parents and their school division on matters related to the special education process and how
to determine what constitutes a dispute needing a more formal intervention. During the workshop, participants
will be guided through the state complaint resolution process and how to write a state complaint that meets the
sufficiency standards of applicable state and federal special education laws and regulations. Information
regarding mediation and due process hearings will also be shared with participants. All participants will
receive several take away documents regarding dispute resolution.
“Hank” Millward is currently employed by the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) as the
Director of the Office of Specialized Education Facilities and Family Engagement (SEFFE) in the
Division of Special Education and Student Services (SESS). Prior to his new assignment, Mr.
Millward served as the Associate Director for the Office of Dispute Resolution and Administrative
Services (ODRAS). His primary duties include speaking with parents regarding their concerns
associated with their child’s special education program and assisting them in resolving those
concerns. Additionally, Mr. Millward is responsible for providing leadership to the state operated
program (SOP) personnel, the private school licensing specialists, the VDOE parent ombudsman and
family engagement specialist; who provide oversight of all of VDOE’s activities related to family engagement for
families with students with disabilities.

SPACE IS LIMITED!! Registration is REQUIRED!
Please select ONLY ONE of the following Dates/Locations:
DATE/TIME: Wed, May 10, 2017 / 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM EDT
LOCATION: PEATC, 8003 Forbes Place Ste. 310, Springfield, VA 22151
REGISTER HERE: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/state-complaint-procedures-workshop-presenter-hankmilwardvdoe-tickets-33287519868
DATE/TIME: Thu, May 11, 2017 / 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM EDT
LOCATION: Paxton Campus, 601 Catoctin Circle Northeast, Leesburg, VA 20176
REGISTER HERE: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/state-complaint-procedures-workshop-presenter-hankmilwardvdoe-tickets-33311718246
HAVE QUESTIONS?
Please contact PEATC by calling 703-923-0010 or send an e-mail to partners@peatc.org.
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The contents of this factsheet were developed under a grant from the US Department of Education,
#H328M140013. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of Education, and
you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. Project Officer, Julia Martin Eile.
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Bazelon Center Applauds Supreme
Court’s Decision In Endrew F.
Editor’s Note:
My thanks to the Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law website for this
information. See www.bazelon.org for more.
Release Date: March 22, 2017
he Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental
Health Law applauds the Supreme Court’s
unanimous decision today in Endrew F. v.
Douglas County School District RE-1 as a significant
step forward for students with disabilities and their
families.

T

In Endrew F., a case litigated by a Colorado student
with autism and his parents, the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Tenth Circuit – following a prior decision written by President Trump’s Supreme Court nominee,
Judge Neil Gorsuch – held that, under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), public schools
need only provide a “merely more than de minimis”
educational benefit to students with disabilities.
Today, in an opinion by Chief Justice Roberts, the
Supreme Court unanimously rejected that standard,
holding that students who are offered such minimal
benefit “can hardly be said to have been offered an
education at all.” Instead, schools must provide “an
educational program reasonably calculated to enable a
child to make progress appropriate in light of the

child’s circumstances.” The Court noted Congress’s
preference, in enacting and amending the IDEA over
the years, that students with disabilities be fully integrated in regular education classrooms with students
without disabilities, and that they should be expected
to make progress in the general education curriculum,
advancing from grade to grade, just like all other students. Even for those students not in the regular classroom, schools must provide an educational program
that is “appropriately ambitious” and that will help the
student meet “challenging objectives.” As the Court
noted, “this standard is markedly more demanding
than the ‘merely more than de minimis’ test applied by
the Tenth Circuit.”
“The Supreme Court’s decision today acknowledges
what we all know: that virtually all students with disabilities can be educated in regular classrooms and can
meet the same high expectations we have for students
without disabilities,” said Ira Burnim, the Bazelon
Center’s Legal Director. “It is now clear that schools
must provide students with disabilities the supports
they need to help them achieve meaningful and substantive educational goals.”

1101 15th St. NW • Suite 1212 Washington, DC 20005 • P: 202.467.5730 • TDD: 202.467.4232 • F: 202.223.0409 • www.bazelon.org
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continued from last page
The Bazelon Center and the law firm Kellogg Huber
Hansen filed a “friend of the court” or “amicus” brief
in the Supreme Court on behalf of six former U.S.
Department of Education officials responsible for
implementing the IDEA. The brief explains that with
advances in special education practices, the great
majority of students with disabilities can perform as
well in school as other students, and that schools
across the country are implementing these practices
today to help students with even significant disabilities, like Endrew F., become proficient in math,
language arts, science, and other subjects.

See link below to access a fuller description of the
case and a summary of Bazelon's advocacy work in
the case, as well as links to the Supreme Court’s
decision and all the briefs filed in Endrew F. v.
Douglas County School District RE-1. n

To see all links associated with this case, visit
www.bazelon.org/In-Court/Current-Litigation/Endrew-F.-v.-Douglas-County-School-District.aspx

Mission and Vision
The mission of the Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law is to protect and advance the rights of
adults and children who have mental disabilities. The Bazelon Center envisions an America where people who have
mental illnesses or developmental disabilities exercise their own life choices and have access to the resources that
enable them to participate fully in their communities.

Policy
The Bazelon Center pursues a progressive mental health policy agenda, particularly at the federal level, to reform
systems and programs to protect the rights of children and adults with mental disabilities to lead lives with dignity in
the community. Policy staff promote these goals in federal legislation and regulation, policy analysis and research, and
technical assistance to state and local advocates.

Legal
Attorneys at the Bazelon Center work on issues and cases (see In Court) that push the envelope to guarantee rights,
consumer choice, access to services, and autonomy to people with mental disabilities. In doing so, Bazelon Center
attorneys provide technical support on legal matters and serve as co-counsel on selected lawsuits with private
lawyers, legal services programs, ACLU chapters, and state protection and advocacy systems.

See www.bazelon.org for more.
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Teaching A Child
With Special Needs
At Home And
At School
A new resource for anyone who needs help with
teaching students with learning disabilities,
language‐based learning challenges,
and high‐function autism.
by Judith B. Munday, M.A., M.Ed.

F

or the past 30 years, I have had the passion
to help struggling learners and their parents.
Initially, I spent 14 years teaching students
with learning disabilities in public schools. After
taking early retirement in 1999, I began a business
as a Special Needs Educational Consultant for
homeschool parents teaching their struggling
learner in the homeschool setting. While some
had chosen to homeschool for religious and per‐
sonal reasons, many others had chosen to home‐
school because of their frustration and discour‐
agement with what they believed to be a lack of
an appropriate and/or adequate help in the public
school special education setting. Almost all these
parents were frustrated because their child’s IEP
failed to provide adequate levels of service or
goals that might enable the child make meaning‐
ful progress. They reported having made multiple
requests of school personnel to change the IEP’s,
but the schools continued to imply that parents
really “did not know what was best” for their own
child. Because of the child’s failure to progress,
many of my clients eventually gave up trying to
“fight” the public school’s special education pro‐
grams and elected either to place their student in
a private school or to teach them at home.
Very few of my clients who elected to teach their
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child with unique challenges had training in spe‐
cial education instructional strategies. I cannot
count the number of parents who called asking
for help and shared their fears that they were
“failing their child”. Although they believed they
knew their child’s needs and wanted to find “what
works”, many lacked confidence in their teaching
abilities. Their tears and their despair compelled
me to find a way to help. It did not take long to
see that the number of needy parents far exceed‐
ed my individual capacity to offer personal help
to each one. (I further realized that with my
retirement rapidly approaching, these concerned
parents would soon no longer have access to any
expertise I could share.)
I resolved to write and publish a book that could
provide parents and teachers with an effective
and easy‐to‐use teaching “toolkit”. I wanted to
ensure that my readers not only understood the
specific characteristics of their child’s identified
special need, but I also wanted them to have an
arsenal of proven teaching strategies and appro‐
priate accommodations. The information in the
book would have to equip each reader to be a

www.celebratingspecialchildren.org

continued next page

continued from last page
more effective teacher without needing a degree
in special education. They longed to be a teacher
who could lead their struggling learner to achieve
greater success.
To make that happen, I spent a year researching
special education topics, reviewing my own client
histories and personal experience, and selecting
the most effective and proven teaching tools and
strategies that I could find. I wanted it to be as
readable as a face‐to‐face conversation with me as
a personal educational consultant. I also felt it
was important to communicate this information
in a reader‐friendly text that was relatively free of
educational jargon and excessive footnotes.
I selected topics for the book that most closely
reflected the concerns that parents had raised
with me in our consultations and hundreds of
Facebook posts on multiple special needs groups.
Areas of concern most frequently mentioned
included how to choose curriculum and how to
make accommodations and modifications for
teaching and assessment. Other key concerns
were how to help the students struggling with
language‐based learning challenges such as oral
and written expression, auditory processing, and
specific learning disabilities such as dyslexia and
dysgraphia. The increasing incidence of students
on the autism spectrum meant that I needed to
devote an entire chapter to explain the impact of
the autism spectrum on various school‐related
tasks and then provide proven appropriate recom‐
mendations for teachers to help these students
succeed.
My initial audience was the homeschool commu‐
nity, but after considering input from family and
friends, I realized that the book would be an asset
to anyone who teaches a child with special needs
– particularly students with learning disabilities
and/or students on the autism spectrum. I con‐
cluded that the audience should include home‐
schooling parents, teachers in small private or
Christian schools, or even teachers in public
school settings who feel overwhelmed by the

inclusion of numerous students whose special
needs. All these individuals need practical,
proven, and effective teaching strategies that will
not consume their planning time and teaching
hours. That is what I wrote for them. To make
the book easy to use, I chose to avoid a lengthy
index. Instead, I listed all the main chapters in
the Table of Contents with every related sub‐
heading included there for quick reference.
It seemed that the more I delved into the needs of
those who teach students with learning chal‐
lenges, the more topics I needed to add to the
contents. Beyond the discussion of basic learning
disabilities and autism, I knew that many stu‐
dents with special needs benefit from the use of
assistive technology, so that became another
chapter in the book. An Appendix provided
examples of graphic organizers and other instruc‐
tional tools.
Professionally, it has been an intense journey for
me to create this comprehensive reference and
resource. Not only did I want it to be parent‐
friendly, but also I wanted to be certain it could
meet the high standards of professional credibility
with current research citations and references.
The result is 296 pages of current, highly effective
instructional helps and encouragement for teach‐
ers of these most precious and challenging stu‐
dents. n
Judi Mundy, is the owner of HELP IN SCHOOL,
which provides resources for the parents and
teachers of special needs students. She VA Certified
and has many years experience teaching students
with learning disabilities.
The book is available through Barnes and
Noble bookstores online in Nook and soft
cover as well as Amazon.com (in e‐book and
soft cover.) Note that while the full text is
available on both e‐book formats (under $10),
the graphics and reproducible pages may not
be easily viewed.
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Security for people with disabilities since 1990
888-241-6039
P.O. Box 29408, Richmond VA 23242-0408
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