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I Couldn’t Stay Away . . .

J

So. . . after all
this soul‐
searching,
what’s next?

I guess it was a sign. These faces make me smile. They
give me hope. They simply refuse to give up doing what
kids do; running and jumping and playing. And sudden‐
ly, it became unthinkable to me that I would discontin‐
ue writing this newsletter just because of a lack of
funding.

To put it quite
simply, I’m
determined
keep doing
what I love to
do; searching for the very best, most useful information
to impart to our readers through the website, quarterly
newsletter and the daily Facebook page postings.

ust look at these determined, joyous faces ~ This
picture was posted on Facebook by Truth Inside
Of You (www.truthinsideofyou.org) on
June 21, which happens to be my birthday.

And so, we’re still here, funding or no funding, for as
long as possible. Too much is happening in the world to
just stop and walk away. The Celebrating Special
Children website, Facebook page, and this all-Abilities
Celebration Connection newsletter bears witness by
dissemenating the important information and
advocacy efforts revolving around the life‐changing
events in the disability world.
In reflection for this editorial, I went back to all the
editorials I’ve written over the past six years. What
stands out most to me is my sense of joy and optimism,
with a little outrage thrown in here and there for good
measure.
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However, the hard truth is that, though we currently
have enough in our bank account to pay necessary
vendors, within the year that will also run out. And so I
continue to encourage our readers to make a donation
through the website or AmazonSmile. And see the next
page for a potential and very reasonable source of
funding.
So have a good rest of the summer, keep the faith as
much as possible and remember to dance in the rain.
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all Abilities Celebration Connection
Sponsorship opportunity

e are especially proud of our Community Resource Page;
www.celebratingspecialchildren.org/main/community-resources, and have received many
compliments over the years. Our ongoing purpose is to provide information about the non-profits
that align with our mission; that is, “to provide the necessary information to ensure that individuals with disabilities realize their fullest potential of development, independence and quality of life.”

W

Over the years, we received requests from “for-profit” companies to post their information and during the time
that we have been an online-only resource, we have posted their information, at no charge.
Recently, our Board of Directors made the decision to no longer offer free space to “for-profit” companies and
organizations. We are extremely pleased to offer these and other companies the opportunity to become a
Celebrating Special Children Sponsor.
Your sponsorship will continue to provide visibility for your company and preserve our ability to continue our
mission. For those companies currently in our database, I will be in touch with you in the next few weeks to
follow-up. And of course we welcome and encourage you and similar companies to contact us directly at
info@celebratingspecialchildren.org if you have questions or need additional information.
I look forward discussing this opportunity with you further and continuing (or beginning!) your relationship with
Celebrating Special Children.
Laura Nelson, Editor
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What is Commonwealth Coordinated Care Plus?

C

ommonwealth Coordinated Care Plus (CCC
Plus) is a new statewide Medicaid managed
long term services and supports program that
will serve approximately 214,000 individuals with
complex care needs, through an integrated delivery
model, across the full continuum of care. Enrollment
into CCC Plus is required for qualifying populations.
Care management is at the heart of the CCC Plus
high-touch, person-centered program design. CCC
Plus focuses on improving quality, access and efficiency.

When Will CCC Plus Begin?
CCC Plus will launch in the Tidewater region on
August 1, 2017 and will be phased in across 6 regions
of the Commonwealth. CCC Plus will be fully implemented and will operate statewide by January 1,
2018. The full launch schedule is available here: CCC
Plus Launch Timeline by Region

Who Will Participate in Commonwealth Coordinated Care
Plus (CCC Plus)?
CCC Plus includes Medicaid members who:
• Receive Medicare benefits and full Medicaid benefits (dual eligible), including members enrolled in

Commonwealth Coordinated Care (CCC).
• Receive Medicaid long term services and supports
(LTSS) in a facility or through one of the home and
community-based (HCBS) waivers, except
Alzheimer's Assisted Living waiver. Individuals
enrolled in the Community Living, the Family and
Individual Support, and Building Independence
waivers, known as the Developmental Disabilities
(DD) waivers, will enroll for their non-waiver services only. At this time, their DD waiver services will
continue to be covered through Medicaid fee-forservice. Detailed information regarding included and
excluded populations and services is provided in the
CCC Plus Overview Presentation June 2017.
• Are eligible in the Aged, Blind, and Disabled
(ABD) Medicaid coverage groups, including ABD
individuals currently enrolled in the Medallion 3.0
program.
Detailed information regarding included and excluded populations and services is provided in the CCC
Plus Program Information section. For more, visit
www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mltsshome.aspx

*Consistent with Virginia General Assembly directives in years 2011 through 2015,
the Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) is moving forward with
proposed initiatives to expand principles of care coordination to all geographic areas,
populations, and services under programs administered by the department. The
expansion of care coordination will be based on the principles of shared financial risk
such as shared savings, performance benchmarks or risk, and improving the value of
care delivered by measuring outcomes, enhancing quality, and monitoring expenditures. www.dmas.virginia.gov
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The Mea'Alofa Autism Support Center, or MASC was founded by parents and therapists who wanted to make a
difference for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders in the Hampton Roads Area.In Samoan, 'Mea'Alofa'
means 'gift of love' and is used to broadly mean a gift.
Mission is to provide quality and empirically validated services to children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD)
in a clinical setting.
• Support families of children with ASD by increasing knowledge of the disorder and its evidence-based treatment.
• Increase awareness of ASD at the community level, to include medical practitioners, school systems and civic
organizations.
For more information, visit http://learnwithmasc.org
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ADA Challenge: Is Your Library
Modern Enough?
Editor’s Note:
This ACCESS ADVOCATES post from June 8 post is reprinted
here with thanks.
he modern library is tasked with providing
informational services to the general community. The public can borrow books and
other materials in electronic and digital form.
Many libraries offer free services to its patrons
through book clubs, special story time, free Wi-fi
and computer access or quiet, study space. Some
have modernized to include coffee bars, rapid
self-check kiosks, and e-books.

T

However, for a person with a disability, the public
library may also offer a host of accessibility challenges. While beautiful, Carnegie libraries often
have a stone facade with cascading steps. Smaller
libraries may not have adequate space for a person using a wheelchair to maneuver through the
stacks. Technology may not be sufficient to assist
a person with a visual impairment to navigate the
catalog or the staff may not have the training to
know how to install and use the assistive technology. The very process of gathering information
may be difficult, if not impossible, in some communities.

If you experience difficulty in accessing the public
services available through your local library, there
are resources available to help you help your community become more accessible and livable.
Through Access Advocates, a team of professionals can work with you to offer counsel, provide
resources and offer a guide to improve accessibility in your community. It is your right to access
both public and private services in your community.
As a public accommodation, the library is
required to follow accessibility guidelines under
the Americans with Disabilities Act. These guidelines include specifications for parking allotments, access into the library, signage throughout
the facility, bathrooms, ease of movement
throughout the space, and access to materials. If
you experience challenges in any of these areas,
contact Access Advocates at
http://accessadvocates.com

The mission of Access Advocates is to make a positive difference in the lives of people with disabilities, primarily through a professionally-supported, personal relationship with caring advocates,
and to achieving the tasks of making non-compliant buildings ADA compliant, one building at a time. We provide a solid foundation for those who
have been discriminated against due to their disability; providing them
with the necessary tools to attain the basic rights as that of an individual
with no such disability with our committed staff and volunteers, professional leadership and standards of excellence. For more information, visit
http://accessadvocates.com
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A new publication from the
Center on Transition Innovation
Keys to College:
Five predictors of postsecondary education access of
students with disabilities.
https://centerontransition.org/documents/publications/Keys_to_Colleg
e_Infographic_and_Alt_Format.pdf
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Governor McAuliffe Signs Legislation,
Announces Updated Resources Promoting
Alternatives to School Suspensions
For Immediate Release: June 16, 2017
Contacts: Office of the Governor: Brian Coy,
(804) 225-4260, Brian.Coy@governor.virginia.gov
RICHMOND- Governor McAuliffe today signed legislation directing the Board of Education to develop best
practice alternatives to school suspensions. The legislation aligns with the Governor’s Classrooms not
Courtrooms initiative, which aims to reduce school suspensions and curb student referrals to law enforcement.
As part of that initiative, the Governor today also unveiled a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and
updated School Resource Officer Program Guide.
“I am proud of my administration’s strong commitment to reducing unnecessary suspensions and expulsions,
keeping students in school where they can receive support services, stay on track with their coursework, and
ultimately become thriving members of the new Virginia economy,” said Governor McAuliffe. “I am also grateful
to Delegate Bagby and Senator Wexton for their leadership on this issue. We cannot afford to lose a generation of
students because we failed to act – because the children we keep in the classroom today are the adults who will
fill the high‐demand jobs of tomorrow.”
“Despite robust efforts over the last few years at both the state and local levels, there are still too many young
people being put at risk by exclusionary discipline practices. Removing students from their learning environ‐
ments often results in significant setbacks to their opportunities for future success,” said First Lady Dorothy
McAuliffe.
HB 1924 and SB 829 were sponsored by Delegate Lamont Bagby and Senator Jennifer Wexton, which charge the
Virginia Board of Education with creating guidelines on alternatives to short term and long term suspension, for
consideration by local school boards.
“The data in Virginia is clear – our students of color and students with disabilities are being suspended and
expelled at significantly higher rates than their peers,” said Delegate Lamont Bagby. “This legislation is a neces‐
sary step in supporting local divisions with alternatives, but a great deal of work remains to be done to ensure
these discriminatory practices come to an end.”
“I am thankful to see the number of suspensions and expulsions dropping throughout the Commonwealth,” said
Senator Jennifer Wexton. “But we must continue to implement alternative practices and support students with
services rather than remove them entirely from our schools.”
Additionally, the new model MOU is a legal framework used by schools and local law enforcement partners to
define the role and purpose of school resource officers and school administrators as it relates to school discipline.
The revised School Resource Officer Program Guide provides more detailed and technical guidance on imple‐
menting that MOU for school resource officers and schools. They can be found online at www.dcjs.virginia.gov
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Preparing Your Child
with Learning
Differences for the
Transition from
Elementary School
Editor’s Note:
This post is reprinted with thanks from the Special Needs Resources Section of the Friendship Circle site.
Visit www.friendshipcircle.org. Author is Gayle Fisher.

S

o, you are getting your child
ready for intermediate school
— or whatever your school
district calls that point at which
kids leave the more protected
world of elementary without quite
jumping into the deep end of high
school. Just as this intermediate
phase of schooling prepares students for greater challenges
ahead, you can prepare your child
with learning differences for new
expectations with practice on
some specific additions to the
school day as well as social skills
and independence.

Lockers
If lockers will be part of your
child’s school experience now, talk
to the school about where your
child’s locker will be. Ask for a top
locker, near a safe room, at the
end of the row. A bottom locker in
a cramped space can trap your
child during the stampede.
The school may be able to program the padlock to open without
all the spinning right and left. It
may also be possible to get a locker that works with a key instead of
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a combination. If a combination is
unavoidable, have your child practice at home with a combination
lock so it won’t be a new and confusing experience.

Gym Class
Confirm with the school whether
your child will have to change from
street clothes to gym clothes. If so,
it will mean dealing with another
lock, and more significantly, with
changing in front of other students. Body privacy and sensory
overload can vary greatly child-tochild. I talk about this psychology
with my son, and we practice
motor planning each time he
changes into a uniform (basketball, taekwondo, and swimming).
Bus Prep
The transition from elementary
school may involve moving up to a
bigger bus. Try these ideas on
backward chaining to prepare for
school bus independence.
www.ifwelearndifferently.com/?p=1382

Electives
To prepare for electives, I had my
son start percussion lessons
months before. I will also get my
(previously nonverbal) son to choir
practice twice a week. I discovered
last year he could sing Christmas
songs with the other kids while sitting in a restaurant booth.
He continues to play sports with
great enthusiasm, without hope of
making the very-competitive
school teams. Oh, but somehow, if
he could earn any position in
choir/band/music, that is my mom
goal for him. Time will tell if he is
motivated to achieve this for himself. In our school, the subcultures
of band and choir are quite nurturing, with a high potential of being
accepted. A wonderful natural consequence.

Social Skills
To boost social skills, we host
potluck parties and play groups all
summer, including a growing number of neurotypical peers who orbit
his world. We include kids from
Scouts, sports, worship, and
school. We include the kids who
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will ride the big bus with him next
year, with the hope of on-purpose
bus-buddy. I do ask the children to
help my son on the bus when he is
out of earshot.
All the kids benefit from summerlong reconnection — kids of all
learning styles and strengths. But I
have a selfish reason for hosting:
the kids now look to my son as a
social connector himself. My hope
is that these relationships hold up
during the rough years of puberty
and into high school.
Always invite the parents and siblings. Your village will grow. I teach
my son to be in charge of growing
his social opportunities. We also
talk about “they said no” so he
can learn to be comfortable in his
own skin no matter who comes
and who doesn’t. We always have
a Plan B and a Plan C.

Independence
There are many ways to work on
independence with your child.
Here are a few ways I’ve been
doing it with my son as he
approaches the start of intermediate school:

• He went on his first overnight
camp (5-day, 4-night) away from
family. To prepare, we read the
packing list and loaded up the
suitcase together. We talked about
when he would wear each article
of clothing, and why he would use
each thing he packs. I then asked
him, “Now, you tell me.”
• We practice at every opportunity
his ordering his own food, checking in at therapy/doctors/dentists,
and getting out our front door on
time. Do not prompt your child. I
actually turn my back and walk
away, removing the audience. Our
kids have lots of experience with
us prompting them. See how much
they remember on their own. Give
them the opportunity of summertime to figure it out.
• I let my son be in charge of the
front door key, locking and unlocking, both for motor planning of
when and why we lock it, and the
fine motor finger practice of into
the hole, turning, and extraction.

shopping carts across the store
parking lot. Let him find his way
back to the car as leader (with you
walking behind).
• At a restaurant, I let my son tell
me where to sit, allowing him to
have the outside seat on the
booth. For years, fencing him in
was a coping mechanism. Not anymore. He also gets to practice
more risk-taking when I park farther and farther from any entrance
and let him out of the car on his
own. I do pick situations with the
greatest chance for him to succeed, but he doesn’t know that.
The common element in all we do
is his intrinsic motivation. He must
want to stretch, must want to take
on the new challenges. If he can
find joy in his own self-directed
learning, he can make the transition well enough. “Well enough” is
the goal. We can leave “perfect” to
others. n

• Send your child on solo elevator
adventures, which we have practiced for years. Give your child
ever-lengthening rope to return

About the Author
Gayle Fisher, who blogs at If We Learn Differently, is a mom of learning differences, an educator,
and a former corporate warrior. She helps you understand what to do to help your children with
learning differences prepare for today so that they can be ready for life. Gayle shares with you all
that she has learned. Her workshops, presented with a team of facilitators, provide an enhanced
interactive and fun experience. Gayle has a master’s degree in Educational Technology from
Texas A&M that is put to use each and every day. She lives with her son John in The Woodlands,
Texas. Her passion for advocating for the rights of those with learning differences and on behalf of
her son, has brought her to the forefront of advancing education and awareness for all.
www.friendshipcircle.org/blog/author/gaylefisher/
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