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These days, it seems as
though nothing is easy
when it comes to travel that

involves an airport.  Lines are longer;
patience is shorter; and everyone is a
little on edge.  However, there are
ways to reduce the amount of stress
related to airline travel.  The
following tips have been reprinted
from the Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) Web site.  For
more information, access the site at
www.tsa.gov.

Before You Go. . . 
♦ Provide advance notice to your air-
line or travel agent if your child will
require assistance at the airport.  TSA
can only assist you with the screen-
ing process.  Your airline will assist
you through the airport 
facility and the screening queue line. 
♦ If you require a companion or
assistant to accompany you or your
child through the security 
checkpoint to reach your gate, speak
with your airline representative
about obtaining a gate pass for your
companion before entering the secu-
rity checkpoint. 
♦ The limit of one carry-on and one
personal item (purse briefcase or
computer case) does not apply to
medical supplies, equipment, mobil-
ity aids, and/or assistive devices car-
ried by and/or used by a person with
a disability. 
♦ Pack medications in a separate
pouch/bag to facilitate the 
inspection process.  Ensure that 
containers holding medications are

not too densely filled, and that all 
medication is clearly identified.  It is
recommended that passengers
refrain from packing any 
medications in their checked bag-
gage that they do not want exposed
to x-rays.  Instead, send larger 
quantities of medications to your
destination by mail or any other way
preferred. 
♦ If you have medical documenta-
tion regarding your child's medical
condition or disability, you can pres-
ent this information to the screener
to help inform him of your situation.
This documentation is not required
and will not exempt you from the 
security screening process. 
♦ Make sure all carry-on items,
equipment, mobility aids, and
devices have an identification tag
attached. 
♦ Disability-related items permitted
through the security checkpoint
include: 

• wheelchairs, scooters, crutch-
es, casts, canes, walkers, prosthetic
devices, support braces, exterior
medical devices; 

• orthopedic shoes and appli-
ances, augmentation devices, Braille
note takers, slate and stylus; 

• ostomy scissors with pointed
tips with an overall length, including
blades and handle, of four inches or
less, when accompanied by an 
ostomate supply kit containing relat-
ed supplies, such as collection
pouches, wafers, positioning plates,
tubing, or adhesives; 

• service animals such as dog

guides, assistance, hearing and
seizure alert dogs, monkey helpers 

• adaptive equipment and tools
(wrenches, screwdrivers, pedals, and
extension rods used by little 
people), tools for prosthetic devices,
tools for wheelchair assembly and
disassembly, oddly-shaped utensils
and utensils taped together (no
knives);

• supplemental personal med-
ical oxygen containers/systems and
other respiratory-related equipment
and devices; 

• all diabetes-related equipment
and supplies (see hidden disabilities
for listing of diabetes-related items); 

• all types and forms of medica-
tion, dispensers, and related 
supplies.
♦ TSA recommends that you bring
all the necessary tools and/or 
appliances that required to put on or
take off any prosthetic device (e.g.
wrenches, pull sleeves, etc.) should
you need to remove the prosthetic
device for any reason. TSA allows
these tools to be carried through the
security checkpoint once they have
been screened (see assistive devices
and mobility aids for more details
on prosthetic device screening). 
♦ If your child has a medical device
(on the interior or exterior of body)
check with your doctor prior to trav-
eling to determine if it is safe to go
through the metal detector or be
handwanded.  If your child's doctor
indicates that he/she should not go
through the metal detector or be
handwanded, or if you are con-
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cerned, ask the screener for a pat-
down inspection instead. 
♦ Your personal supplemental 
oxygen will need to undergo 
screening.  Check with your child's
doctor prior to coming to the check-
point to ensure disconnection can be
done safely. 
♦ If your doctor has indicated that
your child cannot be disconnected or
if you are concerned, ask the 
screener for an alternate inspection
process while your child can remain
connected to the oxygen source. 
♦ If you need an Oxygen Supplier to
meet you at the gate, check with your
airline well in advance of your 
departure about their procedures for
allowing suppliers to meet you at the
arrival's gate since these procedures
vary from airline to airline. For more
information on Supplemental
Oxygen, please see the Oxygen 

section of these tips at ww.tsa.gov. 
♦ For the screening process, parents
or guardians of children with disabil-
ities should know to:

• Inform the screener if the child
has any special needs or medical
devices. 

• Inform the screener if you think
the child may become upset during
the screening process as a result of
their disability.   

• Offer suggestions on how to best
accomplish the screening to mini-
mize an outburst for the child. 

• Ask the screener for assistance
during the process by helping you
put your and the child's carry-on
items on the x-ray belt. 

• Know that at no time during the
screening process will they be 
separated from the child. 

• Know that if a private screening
is required, you should escort and

remain with the child during the 
private screening process. 

• Tell the screener what the child's
abilities are (e.g. can the child stand
slightly away from equipment to be
handwanded, walk through the
metal detector, or needs to be carried
through the metal detector by the
parent/guardian). 

• Know that at no time should the
screener remove the child from
his/her mobility aid (wheelchair or
scooter).  You are responsible from
removing the child from his/her
equipment at your discretion to
accomplish screening. Know that if
your child is unable to walk or stand,
the screener will conduct a pat-down
search of your child while he/she
remains in their mobility aid, as well
as a visual and physical inspection of
the equipment. ■

Our thanks to the Transportation Security Administration 
for allowing CSC to reprint this fact sheet. 
For more information, visit www.tsa.gov.
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